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Prompt	  1:	  Discuss	  the	  subjects	  in	  which	  you	  excel	  or	  have	  excelled.	  To	  what	  factors	  do	  you	  
attribute	  your	  success?	  

Throughout my educational experience, I have always excelled in both mathematical and 
scientific subjects. As a young child, I always had the urge to watch educational shows that were 
mainly based on science and math. While most of my classmates talked about the latest episode 
of their favorite cartoons, I was always thinking about recent scientific information or that 
quantitative reasoning problem that I could not solve. As I grew older, my passion for these two 
subjects began to expand tremendously. I recall being excited about the math competition 
coming up, the making of soap from scratch, the growing of beans in a can, frog dissections, etc. 
I started to realize and develop my passion for subjects that provided analytical and quantitative 
skills. Through these subjects, I have not only learned that passion contributes to success, but  

I believe that I have excelled in the discipline of mathematics because of my daily 
interaction with it. Math describes everything: from the amount of rice I’m willing to cook, to the 
change I get from the store, to the calculation of body metabolism, and to the unique shape of the 
Earth. Math has always been a vital role in the theory of everything. Through daily interactions 
with it, I have been able to make sense of the various attributes of the universe. Another reason 
why I have excelled in math is the fact that it is hard. Piet Hahn, a brilliant mathematician once 
said, “Problems worthy of attack prove their work by fighting back.” The challenge that math 
has to it makes it fun and persuades me to push myself harder and to work more painstakingly 
towards excelling in it. 

My grandfather’s passion for mathematics also contributes to my success in this subject. 
As someone who studied accountancy in school, he loved working with numbers, even though he 
never got the chance to really use his talent because of the lack of opportunities. He helped me to 
develop a passion for math by helping me solve problems and always advising me to study ahead 
to gain a better understanding before my math teacher taught it at school. 

As I advanced in my education, my interest in science started to transition from general to 
specific. I started to become more passionate about the life and central sciences (Biology and 
Chemistry). With Biology, I love learning about the everyday life of things we don’t expect to 
know. Biology describes the structure and function of living things. Especially with humans, 
biology helps to make sense of how all the organs, hormones, tissues, and cells in the body 
function together to help keep us alive. An attribute to my success in biology is my keen interest 
in the structures and functions of the various parts of the human body. This passion reinforces 
my goal of working in the healthcare field. 
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For Chemistry, I am fascinated with the constant sense of discovery and the knowledge 
of everything around us. Also, chemistry and mathematics work hand in hand. Various chemistry 
topics such as thermochemistry, electrochemistry, stoichiometry, kinetics, molecular geometry, 
etc. involve mathematical skills. As a result, I believe that my passion for math aids me in 
excelling in these chemical topics. Chemistry also appeals to my practical and analytical nature. 
This is why I want to further my career goal in medical research. 

Most of my successes in Biology and Chemistry are due to my inclination towards 
learning. While growing up, there was rarely anyone at home that I could approach to explain 
science homework problems to me. I had to dive into the science textbooks to search for 
answers. Due to this, I started gaining more passion, and soon found out that during my spare 
time, I was reading these textbooks. I developed the intense passion to know more. 

My teachers also played a major role in my excellence in these subjects. They have 
helped me to build the strong foundations needed to further my studies in these areas.  Not only 
are the teachers knowledgeable, but they are also awesome when it comes to teaching concepts. 
Most are always willing to help and answer questions when available. I also took proactive steps 
to increase my conceptual understanding through several tutoring programs. 

Through my hard work and passion for Mathematics, Chemistry, and Biology, I am 
excited to further my studies at college so as to prepare for my future career goals in pathology 
and medical research. 
in	  social	  sciences.	  Perhaps	  it	  is	  in	  the	  subject	  we	  love	  the	  most	  that	  we	  learn	  the	  most.	  
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Prompt	  2:	  Discuss	  the	  subjects	  in	  which	  you	  had	  difficulty.	  What	  factors	  do	  you	  believe	  
contributed	  to	  your	  difficulties?	  How	  have	  you	  dealt	  with	  them	  so	  they	  will	  not	  cause	  
problems	  for	  you	  again?	  In	  what	  areas	  have	  you	  experienced	  the	  greatest	  improvement?	  
What	  problem	  areas	  remain?	  

I always feel the obligation to do things to the best of my abilities. With this attitude, I am 
glad to say that I’ve always been successful in all my academic endeavors. However, not every 
subject has been easy as pie. American History, English, and even Driver’s Education have 
posed a few challenges for me. 

History has always been a challenge to me because I am never really interested in 
memorizing dates and events that happened years back. Even though I am often inspired by past 
historical figures such as Florence Nightingale or Martin Luther King Jr., I am seldom interested 
in their biographical stories or the events in which they were involved. Because of my lack of 
enthusiasm for history, it has always been my least favorite subject, and as a result, it posed 
certain challenges. 

I received my primary education in Nigeria. There, students are tested to determine if 
they are to be in the science or arts (humanities) department. Since I tend to be more of an 
analytical and objective thinker, the science department was more suitable. However, this trend 
had a flaw to it: students in the science department were not required to take history classes. 
Personally, I was happy about this because I was rarely enthusiastic about learning history. 

My philosophy changed as soon as I started schooling in the United States.  History, 
especially in high school, is a required part of the curriculum. I soon started having difficulties 
with history courses. I believe that my challenge in the class was not only due to my lack of 
interest in history, but also due to the years without having to take history classes. As a result, I 
did not build upon what I already knew. Also, in Nigeria, I was only familiar with African & 
European history; American History was a totally new experience for me. 

In order to excel in the history classes, I had to change my entire attitude about it. To 
make history more appealing, I had to let go of the mindless feeding of information. I started to 
think critically and emphasize the fact that history is subjective. To help me with American 
History, I made flashcards and started to look up names and events that I was not familiar with. 
My history teachers were also willing to help. Subsequently, I started to see changes in my 
memorization and understanding of past events. I successfully completed these history courses 
with A’s and I received the award for the most outstanding student in the courses. 
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With English, my main challenge was reading comprehension. As soon as I realized this 
weakness, I looked for ways to improve my speed and comprehension. I decided to take steps to 
improve myself by reading at least one newspaper article or book each day. Even though I still 
have some difficulties with this, I have improved both in my reading and comprehension skills. 
My improvement showcases itself through my success in the AP English Language and 
Composition exam. 

As easy as driver’s education might seem, it was not very easy for me. I could not 
successfully master the necessary driving skills because I didn’t have enough practice. My 
school had a block schedule, so the grouping of students to drive was not always very efficient 
under the limited time. Also, my parents were not always available to teach me how to drive. As 
a result, I managed to pass the class with a B. However, I did not let my perfectionist spirit bring 
me down. I decided to learn over the summer, and I am proud to say that I am now a successful 
driver. 

Through all the challenges that these subjects posed, I was able to find the root of the 
problems and solve them through hard work and dedication. This has influenced my future goals 
by teaching me that focus and dedication can overcome obstacles and lead to excellence. 

	   	  	  
	   	  



Joy	  
GMSP	  Class	  of	  2013	  
	  
Gates	  Millennium	  Scholars	  Application	  Essay	  
	  

Page	  5	  of	  7	  
Disclaimer:	  	  
These	  essay	  were	  prepared	  by	  JOY	  and	  are	  presented	  here	  in	  the	  form	  in	  which	  they	  were	  submitted	  as	  
part	  of	  the	  Gates	  Millennium	  Scholars	  Program	  (GMSP)	  application	  during	  the	  2012-‐1013	  academic	  year.	  
Please	  use	  these	  essays	  only	  as	  a	  guide.	  Reproduction	  of	  this	  content	  without	  proper	  citation	  is	  
considered	  plagiarism.	  	  

Prompt	  6:	  Discuss	  your	  involvement	  in	  and	  contributions	  to	  a	  community	  near	  your	  home,	  
school	  or	  elsewhere.	  Please	  select	  an	  experience	  different	  from	  the	  one	  you	  discussed	  in	  the	  
previous	  question,	  even	  if	  this	  experience	  also	  involved	  leadership.	  	  What	  did	  you	  
accomplish?	  	  How	  did	  this	  experience	  influence	  your	  goals?	  

I always feel the urge to give back to the community and when I do, I feel like I am 
making a difference in the world, one act of kindness at a time. As a result, my involvement in 
and contributions to my community make me feel connected to those around me. 

Through my civic and community engagements, one of my goals is to help reduce health 
disparities in my surroundings as well as abroad. This is why I am very passionate about 
volunteering and helping to raise funds for medical research. 

Alzheimer's disease has always been like a rancid smell that tends to linger. I am 
constantly surrounded by this disease through family members who have been and are presently 
affected with this tragic blight. It is often arduous to accept the fact of not being recognized by a 
loved one, which also means that all the marvelous memories with each other are gone. 

The statistics of Alzheimer's disease are merciless. According to the National Institute of 
Health (NIH), about one in seven people will get Alzheimer's by the age of 65. This statistic 
makes me fear that one day I might be struck with this disease. This is why I am very passionate 
about the efforts to find a cure for Alzheimer's with the Alzheimer's Association. Volunteering 
with this association gives the people of my generation hope for a better future.  Also, by 
volunteering with the Alzheimer's Association, I help to spread awareness in my community. 
With the recent Alzheimer's Walk in September, we raised approximately $110, 000 for 
Alzheimer's research. 

Today, breast cancer is also a major epidemic in the world. In an attempt to help find a 
cure, I volunteer and help to plan events with the ***** Breast Cancer Fund.  At my school, I 
plan an annual “PINK Day” event. On PINK Day, students are encouraged to wear as much pink 
as they can to honor those with breast cancer and to promote awareness about the disease. 
Through this event, male students and teachers also gain awareness about their risks of breast 
cancer.  According to U.S. Breast Cancer Statistics, about 2,140 new cases of invasive breast 
cancer were diagnosed in men in 2011. On PINK Day, funds are raised through various 
competitions, bake sales, smashing of junk cars, smashing pie on teachers’ faces, etc. In October, 
2012, I helped raise over $2,000 for breast cancer research. Since I would love to have a medical 
career, one of my main priorities will be to help relieve patient distress. Volunteering with the 
Alzheimer’s Association and the Breast Cancer Fund helps me to get an early start in achieving 
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this goal by helping to find remedies, through fundraisers, for these diseases. 

Another involvement of mine in the community is helping the homeless.  Frequently, I 
serve meals at the Rescue Mission. I also assist the Rescue cooking staff with arrangements of 
meals. Through these activities, I have learned to give back and offer help to those in dire straits 
or life altering situations. I also help to provide a place of solace by providing a non-judgmental 
and non-threatening atmosphere for folks to feel safe. 

Serving at the Rescue Mission has influenced my future goals by strengthening my 
leadership skills as well as improving my communication skills through interactions with 
displaced workers, homeless individuals, or single parents in need. This activity has also helped 
me to acquire sympathy in response to the human condition of pain. 

In addition to my involvements in and contributions to my community, I volunteer with 
the *****Emergency Medical Services, Incorporation. I assist emergency technicians and 
paramedics with basic emergency procedures such as CPR and administering intravenous 
therapies under supervision. In order to participate in this activity, I had to get certified in 
professional CPR, blood-borne pathogens/infection control, HIPAA (patient confidentiality), 
oxygen admin certification, and professional hospital safety precautions certification. 

Under my activities with*****, I gain the opportunity to be a Cub Scouts volunteer. I 
usually teach campers basic emergency and hygiene procedures. Examples of the lessons I teach 
are fire safety, infection control, basic CPR, and hand washing techniques. Through my activities 
with ******, I have gained self-control. I am able to act much better under pressure and make 
vital decisions in emergency situations. 

I am also a member of the Autism Spectrum Disorder Support. With this program, I help 
to keep autistic children busy during support group meetings with their parents and guardians. To 
assist with keeping the children busy, I help them with games and sports as well as with art 
projects. 

In addition, I contribute to my church by teaching the children’s Sunday school class. By 
doing this, I help to assist congregation members by babysitting their children during church 
programs. Through my activities with Cub Scouts, Autism Spectrum Disorder Support, and my 
church’s Sunday school, I have developed better communication skills with children. I believe 
that this skill will be very beneficial to my future when I have to attend to young patients. 

Mother Theresa once said, “It's not how much we give but how much love we put into 
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giving.” Through all of my community activities, I have not only learned to give back to the 
community, but I have learned to love these activities and make them priorities in my everyday 
life. I believe that all my involvements in and contributions to the community have helped me to 
develop important characteristics such as patience, sympathy, and better communication skills, 
which will be of great help in achieving my future goals. 

	   	  	  
	  
	  

	  

	  


